
49-3568 HQ75 2011-14467 CIP
Social & Behavioral Sciences \ Sociology
Distiller, Natasha.  Fixing gender: lesbian mothers and the
Oedipus complex.  Fairleigh Dickinson, 2011.  151p bibl
index afp; ISBN 9781611470307, $60.00. Reviewed in
2012feb CHOICE.
Informed by Freud's Oedipus complex, feminist
psychoanalysis, and relational theory, this book explores the
subjective possibilities and impossibilities of being a "lesbian
mother." The book has numerous strengths. Distiller
(English, Univ. of Cape Town, South Africa) does a fine job
of discerning and critiquing the inevitable intersections of
sex, gender, and sexuality; describing the dilemmas
surrounding recognition as lesbian, mother, and lesbian
mother; illustrating the roles of others and the impact of
others' evaluations of lesbian co-parent family life; and
highlighting the paradoxes of being a "mother" (an identity
riddled with gendered and heterosexual assumptions), a
"lesbian" (an identity often perceived in conflict with or in
contrast to being a mother), and an "other mother." The
"other mother" identity marks both the legitimacy of a lesbian
parent and her difference, especially in contexts infused with
assumptions of heterosexual mothering. The author concludes
by suggesting ways to embody lesbian motherhood
differently--at the same time cautiously noting how different
kinds of embodiment can simultaneously perpetuate and
deviate from gendered and heterosexual parenting norms.
The writing style is accessible and appropriate for those
familiar with psychoanalysis, feminism, and queer theory.
Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-division
undergraduates through faculty and professionals. -- T. E.
Adams, Northeastern Illinois University
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